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THE DUCHESS OF KENT AT BARNET GIRLS' GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent came to Barnet on Friday 
afternoon to open a new hall and classrooms at Queen Elizabeth's School 
for Girls. 

The opening ceremony was the main event in a series of functions 
in celebration of the jubilee of the school, which was opened in 1888. 

Her Royal Highness, who was accompanied by her lady-in-waiting 
(Lady Mary Herbert), travelled from London by car, via Finchley and 
Whetstone. Crowds assembled outside the school gates to see her, and 
when her car arrived the waiting people broke the police cordon and 
swarmed across the roadway to get a near view. 

Through a hitch in the arrangements they got a much better sight 
of the Royal visitor than they would have done if all had gone to plan. 
The car drew up in the main road alongside the gates instead of going 
straight into the school grounds, and the Duchess alighted on the 
pavement. 

On arrival she was greeted by Viscount Hampden (Lord Lieutenant 
of Hertfordshire), and many prominent public men in the county and 
town were presented to her. 

At the opening ceremony her Royal Highness expressed her pleasure 
at participating in the jubilee celebrations, and recalled that the Duke 
of Kent, in 1932, opened the Boys' School, after its rebuilding. 

The charm of the Royal visitor won all hearts. She gave a delightful 
demonstration of her friendliness after she had performed the opening 
ceremony. Learning that there had been no room in the hall for the 
members of the lower school, she extended her stay so that she could 
visit the younger pupils in the gymnasium. There she accepted presents 
for Prince Edward and Princess Alexandra, her two children. 

Her Royal Highness was at the school for an hour-and-a-quarter. 

Other events in the jubilee celebrations have included a thanksgiving 
service, attended by nearly a thousand people, school entertainments, and 
a dinner and dance for former pupils. 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE AND OLD GIRLS' DINNER. 

ROYAL CAR "MOBBED" BY WOMEN. 

New Extensions Opened by Royal 
Visitor. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO.—An old photograph of the Girls' 
Grammar School as it was in its infancy. The School was  
first established in Russell House, on the right of the  
picture, and later extended to Ashleigh House, adjoining. 

BARNET WELCOMES THE DUCHESS. 
the off side of the road, outside the  
entrance gates in the High-Street. A 
detective in the car alighted and 
opened the off-side door, and the 
Duchess, accompanied by her lady-in-
waiting (Lady Mary Herbert), stepped out on to the pavement. The crowd  thus had a better view of her Royal  

Highness, who smilingly acknowledged 
their cheers. 

The Duchess was dressed in a beige 
tailored two-piece, with a brown vel- 

vet hat, trimmed with a long feather. 
She looked surprised as she stood on  
the pavement with no one to receive her. Then she and Lady Herbert  
walked down the side entrance to- 
wards where a number of the sshool- 

children had assembled. Miss Wood, senior English mistress  at the school, who, wearing her gown  and hood, was with the waiting chil- 
dred, saw the awkward pisition, and,  
as the children cheered, she advanced  to the Duchess and curtsied. The Duchess shook hands with her, and  
Miss Wood accompanied the Duchess  

towards the steps. By this time the  Lord Lieutenant had been acquainted by the detective of the Duchess's ar- 
rival, and came forward to receive  
her. Meanwhile, the pupils outside  

the school had had a much better view 
of the Duchess than they had antici- pated, and Miss Wood had had a  
totally unexpected honour. 

The Presentations. 
In contrast to the enthusiastic 
scenes outside, the grounds of the 
school were silent and practically de- 
serted as the Duchess, with Lady  
Herbert and the Lord Lieutenant,  walked down the red-carpeted and 
canopied steps towards the new school 
hall. 

Inside, however; there were further 
greetings. The Viscount Hampden  
presented to her Royal Highness, in  
turn: Sir Joseph Priestley, K.C. 
(chairman of the Hertfordshire 
County Council), the Rt. Rev. the Lord 
Bishop of St. Albans, Alderman H. E. 
Fern, J.P. (chairman of the 
governors), Alderman W. Graveson,  
J.P. (chairman of the Herts Education  Committee), Lt. Col. Sir Francis Fre-
mantle, M.P., Major Elton Longmore (Clerk to the Herts County Council),  Lt. Col. A. Ernest Prescott, D.S.O.,  M.Inst.C.E. (surveyor to the Herts  County Council), and Mr. S. W. Howe 

(chief education officer for Herts). 
Then Alderman Fern presented to 

her Royal Highness the following mem- bers of the governing board: The Rev.  
P. Cecil Dean (Rector of Barnet and  vice-chairman of the Board), the Lady  Hewart, Mrs. T. Darling, Mrs. J. E.  

Redding, Mrs. G. P. A. Richards, M.A., 
Mrs. A. W. Vincent, Miss M. E. Bald-
ing,  B.A., Dr. W. G. Harnett, M.A.,  
M.D., Cty. Ald. Amos Ford, Cty. Cr. 
L. T. Harris, J.P., Cty. Cr, A Beau- 

champ Vialou, Cr. C. T. Beard, Cr.  T. H. Cochrane, Cr. F. A. H. East, Cr.  H. A. Judge, J.P., Mr. C. W. Harris, 
and M

r
. Cecil L. Tripp. 

Others presented were Miss D. 
 

Griffiths, B.A. (the headmistress), 

Miss G. E. Bennett (second mistress),  
Miss H. A. Newcombe, and Miss E. H.  
Shillito (senior assistant mistresses),  Mr. H. Whitaker (deputy county  architect and designer of the buildings), Mr. T. Prentice and Mr. P. Prentice  (heads of Messrs. Prentice Bros., of 
New Barnet, the builders of the new 

wing), Mr. J. R. Perry (the builder's  foreman), Mr. G. F. Fardell (assistant  to the deputy county architect), and Mr. W. H. Ekins (clerk of the works) 

THE OPENING CEREMONY. 

Duchess Recalls Duke's 1932 
Visit. 

NOTABLE SPEECHES, 

Her Royal Highness was greeted 
with enthusiastic applause as she en-
tered the new hall, where the opening 
ceremony was held, and took her 
place on the platform. 

There she was presented by Bar-
bara How, the head girl of the school, 
with a beautiful bouquet of pink car-
nations, lilies-of-the-valley, and fern. 

Those who had been presented to the 
Duchess took seats on the platform, and 
the company of about 500 who filled the 
new hall included members and offi- 
cials of the Barnet, East Barnet, and 
Potters Bar Urban Councils and Bar-
net Rural Council, the Barnet Bench of 
Magistrates, members of other public 
bodies, and a large number of former 
pupils of the School. 

Mr. E. H. Jenkins, headmaster of the 
boys' school, was on the platform. 

The artistic floral decoration of the hall was arranged by Miss E. Gifkins, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Gifkins, 
of Barnet, and a former pupil of the 
School. 

In his introductory speech Sir  Joseph Priestley, who presided, thanked  
her Royal Highness for honouring 
Barnet by her presence. 

"I am sure you will all agree with  me," he said, "that we in this country  have acquired a most charming  
princess, one who has deservedly won 
the warm regard of every English man and woman since she set foot upon  our shores. (Applause.) I do most  heartily, in your name, congratulate  the Duke of Kent upon his choice, and 

his good fortune in gaining her accept- ance." (Applause.) 
The County's Education Problem. 

Sir Joseph went on to speak of edu- 
cational developments in the county,  and said that, as chairman of the  
County Council, he was astounded at 
the extreme cost of education through- out the land. Every day he heard of  
the chairman of the Education Com- mittee (Ald. Graveson) going on long  
journeys to supply schools in different  

parts of the county. "As soon as he  
assures us that he has made provision  for 350 or 500 scholars of to-day," Sir  

Joseph continued,  "he is immediately  
required to provide for another 500 or  600 of to-morrow" (Laughter.) 

Ald. Graveson had to try to find lo- 
cations for all these schools, and when  he came before the County Council he  
had to face criticism because of the  

price which had to be paid for the  land. Those whoa cted as occasional  critics forgot that, wherever people  settled, up went the price of land. "One reason on which you may be  congratulated," he said, "is that, 

though you, as taxpay
e

rs and ratepay- 
ers,  have 
 to foot the bill, your county  rate is only 7s. in the £, as it has  
been for some seven or eight years 
past, and that is one of the lightest  

in England." Those who were in a  
large measure responsible for this 
were the excellent accountant, clerk, and county surveyor. The inhabitants  of the county could be satisfied that  they were in good hands, and that no  more than was absolutely necessary 

was exacted from them. (Applause.) 

School's Chequered History. 
The singing of the hymn, "Now  
thank we all our God." followed. 

Interesting reference to the school's history was made by Cty. Ald. Fern  

in his speech. He reminded those pre- sent that the girls' school was cele- brating the jubilee of its foundation. The boys' school, he said, was founded  in 1573 "for the education of boys and  youths." It was alleged that, from time  to time in the 200 years that followed,  the governors debated whether "youth"  could be interpreted to include girls,  but there was probably little or no  truth in this, particularly as education  for girls in those days was looked upon  with much disfavour. In the 1873-300  years after the foundation of the boys'  school-the Governors, or those respon- 
sible, were sufficiently enlightened to provide in their new scheme govern- 

ing the school that £100 per annum  

should be devoted to the education of 
girls, either by way of exhibition or, 
alternatively, to help in the establish-
ment of a school for girls. They  de- cided to spend this £100 on exhibitions 
of £10 each, but the applications were 
so few, and the standard of the canndi- 
dates in the main so poor, that the ex-
hibitions were speedily abandoned. 

A Private School. 
A few years later, Ald. Fern contin- 

ued, a scheme for the establishment of 
a girls' school was prepared, and this  scheme ultimately received the Royal  

assent on May 17th 1888. A house, on  
the site of the present school gymna-
sium, was acquired, and the school was 
opened with 40 pupils on September  
20th, 1888, under the leadership of a Miss  Harland. The venture, however, did 
not flourish, and in 1895, when closure 
seemed inevitable, Miss Abbot and  
Miss King, two mistresses at the school, 
offered to take it over and run it as a 
private school. The offer was accepted, 
and subsequently Miss Abbott under-
took sole responsibility. Under her 
control and guidance the school grew 

in popularity to such an extent that,  following the passing by Parliament in  1902 of the Education Act, she was able in the following year to persuade  the Governors to take control once  
more, so that it might rank as a pub- 

lic secondary school. This change en- abled the Herts County Council to  make sorely needed grants for main- tenance, and also capital grants for the  provision of a laboratory and science  and arts rooms, in the absence of which  the school had been so much handi- 

capped. From then on, the growth of  

the school was continuous, and by 1913  

the number of pupils had reached 200. 

The problem which then confronted the  Governors was the need for increased 
accommodation, but the Great War put an end to all plans for expansion  

and it was not until 1927 that Ashleigh  
House, with the help of the County  
Council, was rebuilt. This enlargement  
made the accommodation adequate for  

420 girls, and also much improved the  

working conditions of the school. The  

new buildings now to be opened would  

increase the accommodation to 500  

places, 

Miss Abbott's Courage. 
"To-day," he said, "we think of Miss 

Abbott with gratitude for her outstand- ing contribution to the success of the  
school, which, but for her courage and  foresight, would undoubtedly have been  closed in 1895. (Applause.) For 25  years she acted as headmistress,  bringing the numbers up from 40 to  

400, and raising the standard of work accomplished to compare favourably 

with other public schools." 

It was nice to know, Ald. Fern,  con-tinued, that many of Miss Abbott's old pupils were present that day. Under  

the headship of Miss Clement, and,  since, of the present headmistress, Miss  Griffiths, the progress made in all de- partments had been continuous. Those  
concerned could look back with satis- 

faction over the 50 years which had 

passed since the school was founded. The age of a school usually commanded  respect-and 50 years for a girls' school  was quite noteworthy. But achieve- ments were infinitely more important.  He could, with confidence, clain that  the school had fully met the educa- tional needs of the districts which it  served, and had also successfully fitted its scholars for the wider opportunities  and responsibilities now open to  women in every phase of life. "We can, therefore, without reserve,  celebrate the school's jubilee," he said,  

"in a spirit of thankfulness for what 
has been accomplished." 

The Future of Democracy. 
Rem arking that at the present time 
the future of democracy was being 
much discussed, Ald. Fern con-
tinued: "Is it not true to say that the greatest safeguard for democracy is in  
educated and enlightened people? Edu- cation alone can provide the real de-
mocracy. The School aims to turn out  girls with a sound knowledge and un- 
derstanding of true citizenship, and all  
that it demanded by way of service. We also aim to make our girls physicall
y  

fit, for we believe that the physical  side of education is as important as the  mental training they receive. (Ap- 

plause.) The aim of education must be  

physical, mental and spiritual. These  

are the qualities upon which character  

is founded." 
Mr Fern went on to say that he was  glad to think that the school was now  fully equipped to provide a balanced  education, and he must pay tribute to  the Herts County Council for having  made it possible to claim that the  School could take its part among the  foremost educational establishments in  Hertfordshire. He expressed especial  gratitude to Ald. Graveson, who, he  said, had shown an understanding  

GIFTS FOR ROYAL 
CHILDREN. 

Delightful Ceremony in 
Gymnasium. 

DUCHESS MEETS THE PUPILS. 

There was a further outburst of ap- 
 plause when her Royal Highness and 

Lady Mary Herbert left the hall with 
Ald. Fern and Miss Griffiths to inspect 
the remainder of the new buildings. 
Others who accompanied them were the 
Bishop of St. Albans, Viscount Hamp- 
den, Sir Joseph Priestley, Sir Francis 
Fremantle,

a
and Ald. Graveson

. 

There was a brief ceremony in the  
corridor outside the new hall. A bronze  
plaque commemorating her visit was unveiled by the Lord Lieutenant, and  

her Royal Highness, with the Lord  Lieutenant, Miss Griffiths, and Ald.  
Fern, stood for a few moments for a  
photograph to be taken. 

Pupils' Gifts for Prince and Princess. 
After her inspection of the new build- ings her Royal Highness gained the  

undying affection of the members of 
the junior school, for whom accommo- dation could not be found in the hall,  by visiting them in the gymnasium, where they had assembled with their  mistresses. When her Royal Highness  entered the gymnasium the childred  cheered here enthusiastically, and her  

Royal Highness smiled her thanks. 
Ald. Fern told the children that when 

he mentioned to her Royal Highness 
how disappointed they would be if they  did not have an opportunity of giving  
her a nice welcome she quickly said she 
would come to see them. "I am sure 
you appreciate that," he said, "and would wish me to thank her for that  
kindly gesture." (Applause.) 

He added that the headmistress had  said that the junior girls would like to  present to her Royal Highness, with  love and respect, gifts for her two  children, and she had graciously con- sented to receive them. Hazel Jobbins, aged 9, then presented  a beautifully dressed baby doll for  
Princess Alexandra, and Lind Wright, aged 10, presented a big model garage  

with cars for Prince Edward. 

SCHOLARS ENTERTAIN VISITORS. 

Before leaving for the return journey 
her Royal Highness and Lady Mary Herbert had tea with the headmistress,  Ald. Fern, and some of the principal  

guests. 
Whilst the tour of inspection was in  

progress, a concert was given by the pupils in the new hall. Songs were  rendered by the middle school and upper school, and there were dances by  pupils of the school dancing class. 

Barbara Mortimer excellently rendered pianoforte solos, and the audience par- ticularly enjoyed two spirited perform- ances by the percussion band of the  Lower Third Form. 

A CHEERING SEND-OFF. 

Police Have to Make Way for 
Royal Car. 

The crowds of people outside the 
school, many of whom had already 
stood for an hour before the Duchess' 
arrival to catch a glimpse of the Royal  visitor, waited patiently for her de- 
parture, and in the meantime were 

joined by still more people. When  
her Royal Highness re-appeared, an  hour-and-a-quarter later, at the main  door of the school, she was given a  
reception even more hearty than that  
on her arrival. 

After shaking hands with the officials who had accompanied her on the your of the school buildings, the Duchess  stepped into the waiting car. Women  again pressed past the poleice cordons  as the car began to move, and police  had to rush forward to clear a way  

for the Royal car. Slowly the limousine 
nosed its way through the cheering,  
handkerchief-waving crowds, and dis- appeared down Barnet Hill. 

SCHOLARS' DRAMATIC 
PERFORMANCE. 

On Friday evening, before a large 
audience, which included governors,  
former pupils, and parents of present  pupils, a number of the girls of the  

Grammar School presented "The  
Pedlar," a play with music and dances,  adapted from an episode from Shake
- 

speare's "The Winter's Tale." The ar-rangement was by Percy A. Scholes,  
with music by Martin Shaw. Those who took part were Margaret  Greenslade (Autolycus, pedlar and  pickpocket, singer and seller of bal- lads), Margaret Bond (Clown, a simple  

peasant youth), Elizabeth Brown (an 
old shepherd), Josephine Stevens (Per- dita, the shepherd's daughter), Rose- 
mary Butcher and Lorna Pickering (country girls), Cicely Hughes, Angela  
Jukes, Helen Smith, and Léontine  
Thierens (guests), Ida Leveroni (maid), 
J. Teare, C.Smith, and D. Caney (shep- 
herds), P. Payne, E. Lunnon, C. Bear- man, and M. Baxenden (shepherdesses), M. Jukes, E. Barrett, E. Shingler, M.  Burt, J. Jobbins, A. Godwin, S. Thomas,  R. Morris, T. Wildey, and H. Smith 

(satyrs). 

SATURDAY'S CELEBRATIONS. 

Thanksgiving Service at the 
Parish Church. 

Barnet  Parish Church was crowded  
on Saturday morning for the Girls' 
Grammar Schoo's service of thanks- giving, at which the Bishop of St. Al- bans gave the address. Seats in the  
nave were occupied by over 400 of  
the pupils, who were accompanied by  the headmistress and members of the staff. There were also present over  

300 Old Girls, nearly 200 parents of  
pupils, and the cahirman and several  members of the Board of Governors. The Rev. P. Cecil Dean (Rector of  
Barnet) officiated, and the lesson was  read by the Rev. Cyril J. H. Dean. 
Mr. V. Richardson played organ volun- 

taries before the service, and Mr. A. S. 
Martin-Smith was at the organ for the 
service. 

The Bishop's Address. 
The Bishop spoke on "Thankfulness," 

basing his address on the story of the  cleansing of the ten lepers. He said 
that everybody, at some time, when  

thinking of that episode in Christ's  life, wondered how it could be possible,  not that lepers were healed, but 

that only one of them had decency  

enough to say "thank you." Those who  
had seen a leper wondered still more  how such ingratitude were possible.  "Yet it is extraordinarily easy to take  good things for granted," the Bishop  continued, "as thought they are ours by  right or by merit, especially if these  things are renewed daily." The rising  sun, daily 

f
ood, homes, and work were 

all taken for granted by many people. 
Not least of those things for which  everyone should be grateful, was edu- cation. "It is to give thanks for that gift,  and more particularly for the first fifty  years of your school, that we are  gathered here to-day, and to thank God  for those whose faith, generosity,  and sacrifice it was founded, for those  

who by work and service have kept  
it a living force, and for all it has  meant to those successive generations  who had passed throught it in the last  50 years." 

OLD GIRLS CELEBRATE. 

Over 200 at Dinner. 

The Girls' School was thrown open on  
Saturday afternoon forold girls, their  husbands, and childred, and some 450  accepted the invitation. 

Netball matches by teams of old girls  
were played; there were displays of  needlework, art and cookery by the  

School, and a museum of "Relics of the 

past," and gym. tunics of 1888-1938,  
arranged by Vera Prentice. The dis- 
play of school uniform was particularly  
appreciated by the old girls, and Miss  Prentice is to be congratulated on the  success of her efforts, and the School girls who acted as models on their self-control! 

The party concluded with a concert 
given by the School, which was very 
much enjoyed by all. 

The Jubilee Dinner. 

In the evening 217 old girls and  former and present members of the  

staff gathered at the Red Lion Hotel for  the jubilee dinner. Owing to the large  numbers, the dinner had to be in two  rooms; Miss Griffiths presided upstairs  and Miss Bennett downstairs. Following the toasts of "The King"  and "the School," in separate rooms,  the two parties combined for the re- sponse to the toast of the School, and  to hear speeches in which the represen- tatives of the five decades in the his- 

tory of the School gave their recollec- tions. 
The toast of "The School" was pro- 
posed in one room by Miss Violet  Bearman (1914-25), hon. secretary of the  Old Girls' Guild, and in the other room  by Miss Nora Bristol (1919-30), a former  head girl. 

Before replying to the toast, Miss Griffiths read telegrams of good wishes  from Miss Clement and Miss Wall, and  a letter from Miss O'Neill, which were  received with warm applause. Miss Griffiths said that she expected  

that most of the recollections which  

were to follow would be of the funny things still happened in the School to- day, she added, and she recounted two  such incidents, much to the delight of  

the audience. 
Mrs. Margetts (Constance King), the  first head girl of the School, represent- ing 1888-1898, said that she wished to  thank all the people who had made it  possible for this gathering to take place. She mentioned especially Miss Bennett and Miss Newcombe, who, she said, had  been "buried in files" in endeavouring 
to trace all the  old girls. 
Mrs. Cooke (Grace Gayford), speak- ing for 1898-1908, recalled the school  as she remembered it. In particular, 
she remembered the song, "Dulce 

Continues, in next column.  

FIFTY YEARS OF PROGRESS. 

From 40 to 500 Pupils. 

The story of the fifty years' exist- 
ence of the Queen Elizabeth's Gram- mar School for Girls at Barnet is a  story of progress, culminating in the  provision of a building to accommo- date more than twelve times the num- ber of pupils which the school had in  

its opening year. 
The original school was established  in 1888 in Russell House, a house which   
stood on the-site of the present school 
gymnasium, and which had been used as a private school by a Miss Kent. As  the school grew, an iron classroom was  

erected in the garden, and various other 
additions were provided from time to time. In the nineties, however, the  
school decided in 1895 to close it. An offer by two of the mistresses, Miss 
King and Miss Abbott, to carry on the school as a private convern was accep- 
ted, and prosperity soon behan to re- 
turn. After the passing of the Edu- 
cation Act of 1902 the governors re- 

sumed control, with Miss Abbott as  headmistress. In 1905, Ashliegh House,  which adjoined Russell House, was  purchased to provide additional accom- modation. In 1908-9, Russell House,  the iron room, and other old premises  at the rear were demolished, and the  
present gymnasium was erected on the 
site as a school hall, with new class- rooms at the back. Further additions  
were made in 1914, and in 1926 Ash- 
leigh House was pulled down and re-
placed by the three-storey imposing 
buildings on the High-street frontage, which were opened by the late Alder- 
man E. B. Barnard in 1927. The latest additions, which the  Duchess of Kent opened last Friday, 

have increased the accommodation 
from 420 school places to about 500. The new buildings are at the back  
of the school an attached to the south wing. On the ground floor is a  
lofty hall, with seating accommodation  for 500. The hall has a spacious stage  
at one end and a gallery at the other, 
and adjoining are two classrooms, each 
for 30 scholars, a room for geography, 
and cloakroom and lavatory accom-
modation. At the rear of the stage in 
the assembly hall are three music-
rooms, which may be used if required 
as dressing rooms in connection with 
the stage. 
On the first floor are chemistry and  
physics laboratories, a lecture room, a preparation room, and a staff room. 
The new buildings cost £17,000, ex- clusive of furniture and equipment. They were designed by Mr. H. Whita- 
ker (deputy county architect), and 
built by Messrs. Prentice Bros., Ltd., 
of New Barnet.  

Continued from preceding column. 
Domum," which was always sung at the 
School concerts. She also remarked 
upon the amount of time that was given  to needlework, and mentioned Mrs.  
Law's needlework prize as being much 
coveted. 

Not the "Stinks" Room? 

Mrs. Spankie (Barbara Huggins),  
1908-1918, continued the reminiscences. 
She felt that she could claim a 48-years  connection with the School, as her  grandfather and father had been gov- ernors for that time. Her recollections  included a story of the Second Form,  working, owing to pressure of numbers,  in the kitchen of Ashleigh House, while  

Miss Cowens fried the chops for dinner! 
Miss Muriel Bongard (1918-1928 re- called the disciplinary measures of her 

time-signing in the "black book,"or, 
if following the dictates of one's own 
conscience, on a piece of white paper. 
The feeling of virtue accruing from the  latter, she added, often led to confession 
of uncommitted offences. Then, she  continued, came to the retirement of Miss 
Abbot, and the appointment of a new 
headmistress, Miss Clement. She gave a vivid picture of her first impression  

of Miss Clement, and said with what  
respect, admiration, and affection Miss 
Clement was held when the girls  realised that "her piercing, black eyes  could also be full of kindness and  humour." 
Miss Sylvia Raison (1928-1938) spoke 
of the further change in the last decade 
with the coming of the present head- 
mistress, Miss Griffiths. She spoke of  several innovations, including the gov- 
ernment of the School by a School 
council. 
Miss Richards, representing the  
former staff, concluded the evening. She spoke of the very happy time she  had had on the staff, her only regret  being that she had left before she had  had the pleasure of working under Miss  Griffiths. She paid a tribute to the  work done by Miss Clement, and said  that it was the very high standard that  she expected and got from the staff, as well as the pupils, that had contributed  to her success as headmistress. 

On Monday morning about 30 old  
girls and former staff attended the first  prayers in the new hall, by invitation of  Miss Griffiths. Prayers concluded with  the singing of the School song. 

Girls' School Jubilee Celebrations. 

Schoolmistress Receives 
Royal Visitor in Absence of 

Lord Lieutenant. 

CROWDS OVERCOME THE 
POLICE. 

Barnet gave the Duchess of Kent a 
royal welcome when she arrived to open 
the new Grammar School buildings. 
Several thousand people lined the 
High-street from the school for a con-
siderable distance down Barnet Hill. 

A Union Jack at the entrance gates was the only outside decoration at the  

school; the Court House, opposite, had  on its Coronation array of flags; and  from the Northmet buildings and other  

premises flags were flown. 

Ald. H. E. Fern, J.P., 
Chairman of the School Governors. 

The waiting crowds were nearly all 
women. Many of them carried shop- 
ping baskets, and a number of chil- 
dren were there. The police kept the  crowds on the pavements on either side 
of the road, so that the traffic should 
not be interrupted, but when the Royal 
car, bearing the Royal coat-of-arms on it, approached the school, the crowds  
made a rish into the road to surround  
it, and the police were powerless to keep them back. 

There was a hitch in the arrange-
ments for the Duchess's arrival. The gates at the entrance to the new por- 
tion of the school had been widened  
specially to allow the Royal car to 
drive in, so that the Duchess 
could alight at the top of the steps leading to the new terrace. A canopy  

had been erected over the steps, and  here the Lord Lieutenant of Hert- 
fordshire (Viscount Hampden) was  
waiting to greet the Duchess. Instead, the Royal car drew in to  

A GROUP taken at the unveiling of a bronze mural tablet commemorating the visit of the Duchess of Kent. From left to right are:-The Bishop of St. Albans, Cty. Alderman H. E. Fern, Viscount Hampden, the  
Duchess of Kent, and Miss D. Griffiths (headmistress of the School). "Barnet Press" photo. 

Of the requirements in Barnet and had  
done so much for education in the county generally. He paid tribute, too,  

to the services of Sir Joseph Priestley. 
In connection with the new buildings, 
Ald. Fern praised Mr. Whitaker (as- 

sistant county architect) for the design 
of the buildings, and Messrs. Prentice  
Bros., the builders, and their able fore- 
man, Mr. Perry, for the excellence of  the work. Ald. Fern aded that the  headmistress had given much time and  thought to the planning and equipment  of the new buildings, and he would be  

lacking in his duty if he did not, on 
half of the Governors, publicly express  to her their warmest thanks and ap- 
preciation for all she had done. (Ap-
plause.) 
Ald. Fern then invited her Royal  

Highness to declare the new buildings  
open, adding. "The Governors and the  whole School are much honoured that  you should have undertaken this  

task." 

THE DUCHESS'S SPEECH. 

Her Royal Highness, who was warmly  
applauded when she rose to make the  opening declaration. said: 

"I am very glad to be able to come 
here to-day to join with you in the 
jubilee celebrations in your school. 
The Duke of Kent remembers with 
pleasure his visit to the boys' school 
in 1932. 	I am specially interested,  
therefore, to see the girls' school to-
day. I have much pleasure in de- 
claring open the new school hall and 
buildings." 

The Bishop of St. Albans then offered  
dedicatory prayer, after which the  

hymn,. "Praise, my soul, the King of  
Heaven," was sung. 

Royal Australian Appointment. 
A vote of thanks to her Royal High-

ness was moved by Viscount Hamp-
den. He said that Hertfordshire had 
enjoyed particularly good fortune, be- 
cause, within the past years, her Royal  Highness had visited the county three times. 

"We can hardly expect to have her 
Royal Highness again in Hertfordshire before she goes to Australia," he said;  
"therefore I take this opportunity, on  
behalf of the people of Hertfordshire,  to wish her all success and good luck  
when she goes there." (Applause.) 

His Lordship addeethat he was in Australia 40 years ago, and though  many things had changed tremend- ously in those yearsm there was one  thing that remained unaltered, the  feeling which Australian mena nd wo- 
men had of loyalty and devotion to the  King and Royal Family. He was sure  that the Duke and Duchess of Kent  
would have a tremendous reception  
there. 

Alderman Graveson seconded the 
vote of thanks. He said that the bonds  which united the people of this land  to their Sovereign, were brought closer  year by year by the continued evi- dences of the high sense of duty which  actuated all the memebers of the Royal  Family. He referred to Ald. Fern's 

vvords, which, he said, admirably ex- 
pressed the county's ideals with regard  to education which were of the high- 
est nature. "In our girls' schools," he said, "we aim at educating the girls in  such a way that they will be true  homemakers, and bring to their homes  that happiness which is one of the best  

foundations of the happiness of the country." 
A Hint to Barnet. 

Remarking that Ald. Fern had cre- 

dited him with an understanding mind  concerning Barnet's problems, Ald.  Graveson said that he endeavoured  always to bring his mind to bear fairly  on them, and if Barnet would always  at all times speak in the same voice, the problems would be less arduous to  solve than they sometimes were. (Laughter.) "Also, if you could, when  you want a new school, provide a level 
piece of land," he said, "the work  would be very much less." (Laughter.) 

Ald. Graveson added that he looked upon a school as being next in import- 
ance only to a church. "It is because  

we believe there is a good response on  the part of all," he said, "that we are  preparing to ensure that every citizen  of the future will be well trained and  well equipped for the great tasks that 
lie before them." The opening ceremony was concluded  by the singing of the National Anthem. 

THE DUCHESS OF KENT speaking at the opening ceremony. On the platform, from left to right are:—The Rector of Barnet  (the Rev. P. Cecil  
Dean), Mr. E. H. Jenkins (headmaster of Queen Elizabeth's School), Cty. Ald

e
rman Amos Ford, the Bishop of Si. Albans, Viscount Hampden 	, Mr. 

Cecil L. Tripp, Lady Mary Herbert, the Duchess of Kent, Sir Joseph Priestly (chairman of the Herts County Council), Lady Hewart, Cty. Alder- man H. E. Fern (chairman of the School governors), Cr. F. A. East, Cr. C. T. Beard, Mr. C. W. Harris, Cty. Alderman W. Graveson (chairman  
of Herts Education Committee), Dr. W. G. Harnett, Cr. H. A. Judge, and Sir Francis Fremantle. "Barnet Press" photo. 

THE DUCHESS OF KENT being escorted to the Lord Lieutenant by Miss Wood, senior English mistress of the School, who came 
forward to relieve an awkward situation when the Duchess alighted from her car in the High-street, instead of driving through to 
the new wing. On the left is Lady Mary Herbert, lady-in-waiting. "Barnet Press" 



QUEEN ELIZABETH'S 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR 

GIRLS, BARNET. 

Appointment of Caretaker's 
Assistant. 

THE  GOVERNORS invite application  for the above appointment from  men between the ages of 25 and 45. Applicants should be of strong physique  and should have experience with boilers 

for hot  water  heating systems. 
The wages payable will be at the rate  

of £2 per week. 

All applications (which should be 
accompanied by copies of three recent 
testimonials) should be in my hands not  later than 16th November, 1938. 

F. W. JEFFERIES, 
Clerk to the Governors. 

753, High Road, 
North Finchley, N.12. 


	Page 1
	Page 2

